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No. i.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 113 

Spinoza : His Life and Philosophy. By Sir Frederick Pollock, Cor- 
pus Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford. Second 
Edition. London, Duckworth & Company ; New York, The Macmillan 
Company, 1899. — pp. xxiv, 427. 

The first edition of this book was published in 1880, and, since that 
date, it has been generally recognized as the standard work in English deal- 
ing with the philosophy of Spinoza. It has been out of print, however, for 
some years, and calls for a new edition have been heard from every 
quarter. In yielding to this demand, the author has made no changes 
which affect in any way the general character of the book. Some biblio- 
graphical matter has been omitted, and of the five appendices in the first 
edition only one (the reprint of Colerus' s Life of Spinoza) has been retained. 
The chapter dealing with * The Life of Spinoza ' has been revised in the 
light of the most recent contributions to the facts, but the alterations here 
are naturally not very extensive. With regard to the interpretation of 
Spinoza's opinions, the author says : "I could not undertake to revise my 
estimate of Spinoza's philosophy as a whole, or to examine and weigh all 
the meritorious contributions of recent writers to the subject, without far 
more leisure than is at my disposal, or likely to be. ... I have 
therefore confined myself to adding a few explanatory and supplementary 
passages, and altering such parts of the text as seemed to me, on returning 
to them, clearly erroneous or misleading. The most considerable changes 
are in the chapters on the Tractatus Politicus. I know, or ought to know, 
Hobbes better than I did in 1 880, and have now tried to do him better justice 
on some points which have to be considered with regard to Spinoza's modifi- 
cation of his doctrine" (p. xiii). 

J. E. C. 

The Basis of Early Christian Theism. By Lawrence Thomas Cole. 

The Macmillan Company, New York. — pp. 60. 

This dissertation belongs to the series : ' 'Columbia University Contributions 
to Philosophy, Psychology, and Education." In it Dr. Cole examines in a 
somewhat general and untechnical way the development of the theistic proof 
during the period extending from the rise of Christian philosophy in the middle 
of the second century down to the Council of Nice. In the earlier years of 
the Christian era, little attempt was made to seek a philosophical justifica- 
tion of theistic faith ; the activity was practical rather than theoretical and 
was concerned with the transmission of a mode of life, and an implied be- 
lief, rather than with the rationalistic defense of any dogma. The develop- 
ment of philosophical apology falls mainly in that part of the ante-Nicene era 
(circa 150-325) to which Dr. Cole confines inquiries, the period "when the 
doctrines of the Christian church were finding their connection with, and 
relation to, the speculations of Greek philosophy." As the historical basis 
for the theistic philosophy of these two centuries, Dr. Cole discusses the 
Greek and Roman form of theistic arguments, the patristic form, and. 



